January 19, 2007

In New Mexico, students and families are
served by the New Mexico Educational Assist-
ance Foundation; a not-for-profit organization
that doubles as a loan provider and a student
service provider. As a not-for-profit organiza-
tion, the New Mexico Educational Assistance
Foundation reinvests its revenue in students
and the programs that serve them. That in-
cludes loan forgiveness programs, outreach,
college planning and rate and fee relief. | want
to be sure the services and programs by orga-
nizations like NMEAF are not hampered by
this legislation; these programs make a real
difference in the real lives of students.

College affordability should be at the top of
our agenda. This bill does nowhere near
enough in that regard. | hope we will have an
opportunity to make a real difference for stu-
dents as we move forward with discussions on
how best to address the high cost of a college
education in this country and encourage more
young Americans to go to college.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. NORWOOD. Madam Speaker, on roll-
call No. 27, on motion to suspend the rules
and agree to H. Con. Res. 31, honoring the
Mare Island 21ers, had | been present, |
would have voted “yes.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 41, on mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to H. Res.
62, congratulating the Grand Valley State Uni-
versity Lakers for winning the 2006 NCAA Di-
vision Il Football National Championship, had
| been present, | would have voted “yes.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 40, on pas-
sage of H.R. 6, Creating Long-Term Energy
Alternatives for the Nation Act, had | been
present, | would have voted, “no.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 39, to table
appeal of the ruling of the Chair on H.R. 6,
Creating Long-Term Energy Alternatives for
the Nation Act, had | been present, | would
have voted “no.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 38, on mo-
tion to recommit with instructions H.R. 6, Cre-
ating Long-Term Energy Alternatives for the
Nation Act, had | been present, | would have
voted “yes.”

Madam Speaker, on rolicall No. 37, on con-
sideration of the bill H.R. 6, Creating Long-
Term Energy Alternatives for the Nation Act,
had | been present, | would have voted “no.”

Madam Speaker, on rolicall No. 36, on
agreeing to the resolution, providing for the
consideration of H.R. 6, Creating Long-Term
Energy Alternatives for the Nation Act, had |
been present, | would have voted “no.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 35, on or-
dering the previous question, providing for the
consideration of H.R. 6, Creating Long-Term
Energy Alternatives for the Nation Act, had |
been present, | would have voted “no.”

Madam Speaker, on rolicall No. 34, on mo-
tion to adjourn, had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 33, on mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to H. Res.
58, to honor Muhammad Ali, global humani-
tarian, on the occasion of his 65th birthday
and to extend best wishes to him and his fam-
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ily, had | been present, | would have voted
“ves.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 32, on pas-
sage of H.R. 5, College Student Relief Act,
had | been present, | would have voted “no.”

Madam Speaker, on rolicall No. 29, on or-
dering the previous question for H. Res. 65,
providing for the consideration of H.R. 5, Col-
lege Student Relief Act, had | been present, |
would have voted “no.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 30, on
agreeing to the Resolution for H. Res. 65, pro-
viding for the consideration of H.R. 5, College
Student Relief Act, had | been present, |
would have voted “no.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 31, on mo-
tion to recommit with instructions H.R. 5, Col-
lege Student Relief Act, had | been present, |
would have voted “yes.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 28, on mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 434,
to provide for an additional temporary exten-
sion of programs under the Small Business
Act and the Small Business Investment Act of
1958 through December 31, 2007, and for
other purposes, had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

———

HONORING MS. LAUREN
LAUSTERN

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Ms. Lauren Laustern for her
academic achievement in receiving the Home-
land Security Scholarship from the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security Science and
Technology Directorate. This scholarship will
be used to further her studies in science, tech-
nology, engineering, or mathematics at Rice
University in Houston, Texas. Ms. Laustern
and each of the other 200 scholars and fel-
lows visited Washington, DC for an orientation
in November of 2006 to formally introduce the
Scholars and Fellows to the Department of
Homeland Security and other DHS-affiliated
organizations and facilities. The Department of
Homeland Security Scholars and Fellows Pro-
gram was developed to inspire, stimulate and
support students conducting research relevant
to homeland security. The DHS provides many
opportunities and resources to a variety of stu-
dents from all over the county. The program
offers two years of support at the under-
graduate level and three years of support at
the graduate level. In addition the students are
also required to complete a 10-week intern-
ship to complete their studies. Today | com-
mend her for her hard work and dedication in
furthering her education.

TRIBUTE TO BYRON WOOD
HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, | come to
the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives
to bring to my colleagues’ attention the retire-
ment of a man dedicated to the U.S. Space
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program. The President of Pratt & Whitney
Rocketdyne, Byron Wood, has announced his
retirement after 44 years of service, not just to
Rocketdyne, but to the people of the United
States.

Byron has seen his career go full circle,
from his early work on the J-2 engine for the
Apollo moon program, to his leadership today
in resurrecting the J—2 for America’s return to
the moon. In between, Byron was instrumental
in the development of the space shuttle main
engine, which has served our national space
program flawlessly for 25 years. Byron is the
proud recipient of two NASA awards; the Ex-
ceptional Engineering Achievement medal and
the Public Service medal.

During his career, Byron also made valuable
contributions to the national security needs of
the United States. His leadership in the devel-
opment of the RS-68 engine for the Delta IV
launch vehicle will help ensure that America’s
military will maintain information superiority
through the reliable launch and placement of
our national space based assets. His contin-
ued support for the development of small lig-
uid propulsion systems has greatly strength-
ened our missile defense capability through
Rocketdyne’s contributions to the Theater
High Altitude Area Defense System.

America will miss Byron’s service. As we
refocus our efforts to return humans to the
moon and beyond, and as space systems
continue to become more vital to the national
security of our country, wisdom and leadership
of the type possessed by Byron will be ever
more essential. Please join me in wishing
Byron the best in his retirement and in thank-
ing him for his work.

———

SUPPORT FOR THE SAFE
COMMISSION

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, earlier this
week | reintroduced legislation in the House of
Representatives aimed at addressing the
looming financial crisis facing the Nation, the
Securing America’s Future Economy (SAFE)
Commission Act. The bill would establish a
national bipartisan commission that will put ev-
erything—entitlement spending as well as all
other federal programs and our Nation’s tax
policies—on the table and require Congress to
vote up or down on its recommendations in
their entirety, similar to the process set in
1988 to close military bases. Mandating con-
gressional action on the panel's recommenda-
tions is what differentiates this commission
from previous ones.

Support for the bill is coming from both
sides of the aisle. | submit for the RECORD let-
ters from several former Members.

This legislation will be good for the future of
America.

THE BLACKSTONE GROUP,
New York, NY, June 28, 2006.

Hon. FRANK WOLF,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. WOLF: Thank you for sending me
a summary of your bill creating a bipartisan
commission on long-term fiscal policy and
for the excellent statement you made in in-
troducing the bill. I read both with great in-
terest and I wholeheartedly approve of what
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